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The Power of Prayers Found in an American Children’s Book

MURAKAMI Mari

Abstract: Ruby Bridges became a pioneer in school integration at the age of six. She was chosen to

spend her first-grade in what had formerly been an all-white elementary school. As the first black

child to attend the school, she faces protesters with anger, hatred and prejudice. This paper discusses

the source of her courage and dignity in such circumstances, focusing on her prayers.
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Please God, try to forgive those people. Because
even if they say those bad things, they don’t know
what they are doing. So you could forgive them.
Just like you did those folks a long time ago, when
they said terrible things about you. (FiERISHEV L
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Every Sunday, the family went to church.

“We wanted our children to be near God’s spirit,”
Ruby’s mother said. “We wanted them to start
feeling close to Him from the very start.” (f5i# H {2
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Ruby’s parents were proud that their daughter had
been chosen to take part in an important event in
American history. They went to church. “We sat
there and prayed to God,” Ruby’s mother said,
“that we’d all be strong and we’d have courage and
we'd get through any trouble; and Ruby would be
a good girl and she’d hold her head up high and be
a credit to her own people and a credit to all the
American people. We prayed long and we prayed
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Another problem that year was lunchtime at
school. I often ate in the classroom by myself
while Mrs.Henry took her lunch break with the
other teachers. It was a lonely time. The marshals
sat outside while I opened up my lunch box.
As time went on, I couldn’t eat. [...] I began hiding
my uneaten sandwiches in a storage cabinet in the
classroom. I poured my carton of milk into the big
jar of paste we had in the room. [...] At home there
was a period of time when I had trouble eating too.

All I wanted were potato chips and sodas. My
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parents told Dr. Coles T 3 about it, and he tried
to talk to me. Then he remembered the woman in
the crowd outside school each morning who said
she was going to poison me. Dr. Coles thought I
was afraid the woman really would do it. (A% TD
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I would do as she said, and then I would sleep.
Somehow it always worked. Kneeling at the
side of my bed and talking to the Lord made
everything okay. My mother and our pastor
always said you have to pray for your enemies
and people who do you wrong, and that’s what
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