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Awareness of Fairies through Government Authorized Textbooks

MURAKAMI Mari

Abstract

The world is globally entwined as never before and there is a need to make students

understand varied cultures and know different thought processes of other countries. This

paper introduces materials to broaden students’ outlook on international understanding,

according to the textbook contents. The main theme of the materials is fairy faith, which

reflects ideas, beliefs or ways of thinking coming on the scene of everyday life in various

cultures.
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3.1 English Communication I, Lesson 8
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3. 2 English Communication I, Reading 2
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3.3 English Communication II, Lesson 7

['The Origins of Halloween |
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One fun part of Halloween is that you can
become someone or something else. People enjoy
dressing up. [...] However, the original purpose of
wearing a costume was not for fun. It was to
protect the wearer from evil spirits. In fact,
Halloween originated from an Irish festival two
thousand years ago. To the ancient Irish, October
31st was New Year’s Eve. It was the end of
summer — the time of the living — and the
beginning of winter — the time of the dead.

On this day, the souls of the dead were believed
to appear. People were afraid of evil souls
among them. To fool them, people wore

costumes to look like the evil spirits. (/N2 ¢
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